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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 8, and 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Clemente et al. (US Pat 6851827) in view of Robertson et al. (US 
Pub 2003/0133311). 

As for claim 1, Clemente et al. teaches a light providing assembly comprising a 
housing 1 00 having a front side 1 31 , a back side 1 1 3 and a peripheral wall 1 02 
extending between the front and back sides, the front side having a cavity extending 
therein, and a panel 141 having a first side and a second side, the panel being 
removably mounted (column 6 lines 53+) in the cavity, the panel having an outer 
perimeter having a size and shape substantially equal to a size and shape of an inner 
perimeter of the cavity, wherein the first side may be positioned against a back wall of 
the cavity (column 7 lines 65+), the back wall is being interpreted as a non-expansive 
component for bracing the illuminator assembly. This is done in a way such that the 
inner perimeter of the cavity abuts the outer perimeter of the panel. Clemente et al. also 
teaches a plurality of light emitters 143 being attached to the second side of the panel 
and a power supply 180. Clemente et al. fails to teach an electrical conduit mounted on 
the back wall which is positioned for electrically coupling with a second electrical conduit 
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that is mounted on the first side of the panel, which is coupled to the light emitters. 
Robertson et al. teaches an electrical connector plug (paragraph 0060). It would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the connector plug with the 
panel of Clemente et al. in order to provide an alternate means of connecting the LEDs 
to the power source. The motivation of using a connector plug instead of just the wires 
of Clemente et al. is that removing and reattaching a connector plug is easier than 
removing and reattaching wires through the panel and into the LEDs. 

As for claim 3, Clemente et al. teaches the device as discussed above, but fails 
to teach that each of the light emitters extends outwardly of the cavity when the first side 
of the panel is abutting the back wall. Clemente et al. states that the size of the LEDs is 
determined by the luminescence desired (column 6, lines 22+). It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to use large LEDs that extend out of the cavity 
in order to provide a more effective lighting system, since less of the light would be 
reflecting back into the system. 

As for claim 4, Clemente et al. further teaches that each of the light emitters 
comprises a light emitting diode 143. 

As for claim 5, Clemente et al. states that any number of LEDs can be used 
(column 6 lines 23+) with the invention but fails to show the light emitters positioned in a 
diamond pattern, however, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to use four light emitters and rearrange them into a 
diamond pattern, since it has been held that rearranging parts of a prior art structure 
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involves only routing skill in the art. In re Japikse, 181 F.2d 1019, 86 USPQ 70 (CCPA 
1950). 

As for claim 8, Clemente et al. further teaches an actuator 183 being electrically 
coupled to the power supply for selectively turning the light emitters on or off. 

As for claim 10, Clemente et al. further teaches a substantially transparent 
window 1 33 being removably attached to the front side such that the window covers the 
cavity. 

Claims 2, and 6-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Clemente et al. in view of Robertson et al. as applied to claim 1 and further in view 
of Petzl et al. (US Pat 6499859). 

As for claim 2, Clemente et al. teaches the device as discussed above further 
including a dividing line (where 130 attaches to 110) extending through the peripheral 
wall such that a back portion and a front portion of the housing is defined, and a locking 
member 136 attached to the peripheral wall for selectively locking the housing in the 
closed position, but fails to teach the front and back portions being hingedly coupled 
together such that the housing may be selectively positioned in an open position or a 
closed position. Petzl et al. teaches hinges 26, 28 for a lamp housing that allow the 
device to be in an open or closed position. It would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the hinged connectors of Petzl et al. with the device 
of Clemente et al. in order to have a quicker, easier way of opening the housing than 
unscrewing the four screws of Clemente et al. 
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As for claim 6, Clemente et al. further teaches that the power comprises a battery 
removably mounted (column 6 lines 63+) within the back portion of the housing. 

As for claim 7, Clemente et al further teaches an actuator 183 being electrically 
coupled to the power supply for selectively turning the light emitters on or off. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Clemente 
et al. and Robertson et al. as applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of Tieszen 
(US Pat 6663260). 

As for claim 9, Clemente et al. teaches the device as discussed above, and 
further teaches a substantially transparent window being removably attached on the 
front side such that the window covers the cavity, but fails to teach the window having a 
plurality of openings extending therethrough, each of the openings being positioned for 
receiving one of the light emitters. Tieszen teaches a device with a plurality of openings 
14 for LEDs to extend through. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art to combine the openings in the transparent member of Tieszen with the device of 
Clemente et al. and fit it to the device so that the LEDs protrude through the holes in 
order to allow more light to shine through the device and less light reflect back into the 
device. 

Claim 11 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clemente et al., Robertson et al., and Tieszen as applied to claim 9 above, and further 
in view of Cota et al. (US Pat Des. 354577) 

Clemente et al. teaches the device as discussed above, but fails to teach a clip 
member being attached to the back side for selectively attaching the housing to an 
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article of clothing. Cota et al. teaches a clip member (Fig 3). It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the clip of Cota et al. with the 
device of Clemente et al. in order to secure the device to one's clothing. 

Claims 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clemente et al. in view of Robertson et al. and further in view of Cota et al. 

As for claim 12, Clemente et al. teaches the device as discussed above, but fails 
to teach a clip member being attached to the back side for selectively attaching the 
housing to an article of clothing. Cota et al. teaches a clip member (Fig 3). It would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the clip of Cota et al. 
with the device of Clemente et al. in order to secure the device to one's clothing. 

As for claim 13, Clemente et al. teaches the device as discussed above, but fails 
to teach a clip member being attached to the back side for selectively attaching the 
housing to an article of clothing. Cota et al. teaches a clip member (Fig 3). It would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the clip of Cota et al. 
with the device of Clemente et al. in order to secure the device to one's clothing. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clemente et al. in view of Robertson et al., in view of Petzl et al., in view of Tieszen and 
further in view of Cota et al. 

As for claim 14, Clemente et al. teaches a light providing assembly comprising: a 
housing 100 having a front side 131, a back side 113 and a peripheral wall 102 
extending between the front and back sides, a dividing line (where 130 attaches to 110) 
extending through the peripheral wall such that a back portion and a front portion of the 
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housing is defined, and a locking member 136 being attached to the peripheral wall for 
selectively locking the housing in the closed position. Clemente et al. further teaches 
the front side of the device having a cavity 116 extending therein, a panel 141 having a 
first side and a second side, the panel being removably mounted (column 6 lines 53+) in 
the cavity, the panel having an outer perimeter having a size and shape substantially 
equal to a size and shape of an inner perimeter of the cavity, wherein the first side may 
be positioned against a back wall of the cavity such that the inner perimeter of the cavity 
abuts the outer perimeter of the panel (item 141 in figure 3). Clemente et al. also 
teaches a plurality of light emitters 143 being attached to the second side of the panel, 
and each of the light emitters comprising a light emitting diode 143, and a power supply 
180 being mounted within the housing, which is electrically coupled to the wires which 
run to the. LED, it is inherent that the power supply would be electrically coupled to the 
electrical connectors, which are mentioned in the discussion of claim 1 above. The 
power supply is comprised of a battery removably mounted (column 6 lines 63+) within 
the back portion of the housing (fig 3); an actuator 183 being electrically coupled to the 
power supply for selectively turning the light emitters on or off; a substantially 
transparent window 133 being removably attached on the front side such that the 
window covers the cavity. 

Clemente et al. fails to teach each of the light emitters extending outwardly of the 
cavity when the first side of the panel is abutting the back wall, but states that the size of 
the LEDs is determined by the luminescence desired (column 6, lines 22+). It would 
have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to use large LEDs that extend out 
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of the cavity in order to provide a more effective lighting system, since less of the light 
would be reflecting back into the system. Clemente et al. fails to teach the front and 
back portions being hingedly coupled together such that the housing may be selectively 
positioned in an open position or a closed position. Petzl et al. teaches hinges 26, 28 
for a lamp housing that allow the device to be in an open or closed position. See the 
discussion in regard to claim 2 for the hinges of the housing. Clemente also fails to 
teach the plurality of light emitters including four light emitters positioned in a diamond 
pattern, see the discussion in regard to claim 5 for the plurality of light emitters being in 
a diamond shaped pattern. Clemente et al. fails to teach an electrical conduit being 
mounted on the back wall, a second electrical conduit being mounted on the first side of 
the panel, the first electrical conduit being positioned for electrically coupling with the 
second electrical conduit when the panel is positioned within the cavity, the second 
electrical conduit being electrically coupled to the light emitters. Robertson et al. 
teaches an electrical plug (paragraph 0060). See the discussion in regard to claim 1 for 
the electrical conduit. Clemente et al. fails to teach the window having a plurality of 
openings extending therethrough, each of the openings being positioned for receiving 
one of the light emitters. Tieszen teaches a device with a plurality of openings 14 for 
LEDs to extend through. See the discussion in regard to claim 9 for the openings in the 
window. Clemente et al. fails to teach a clip member being attached to the back side for 
selectively attaching the housing to an article of clothing. Cota et al. teaches a clip 
member (Fig 3). See the discussion in regard to claim 12 for the clip member. 
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Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clemente et al. in view of Tieszen, and further in view of Cota et al. 

As for claim 15, Clemente et al. teaches a light providing assembly comprising a 
front side 131 , a back side 113 and a peripheral wall 102 extending between the front 
and back sides, the front side having a cavity 1 16 extending therein; a housing having a 
front side 131, a plurality of light emitters 143 being mounted in the cavity such that the 
light emitters extend away from a back wall of the cavity (fig 2), a power supply 181 
being mounted within the housing, the power supply being electrically coupled to the 
light emitters (column 7 lines 5+), an actuator 183 being electrically coupled to the 
power supply for selectively turning the light emitters on or off, a substantially 
transparent window 133 being removably attached on the front side such that the 
window covers the cavity. Clemente et al. fails to teach the window having a plurality of 
openings extending therethrough, each of the openings being positioned for receiving 
one of the light emitters. Tieszen teaches a device with a plurality of openings 14 for 
LEDs to extend through. See the discussion in regard to claim 9 for combining the 
openings. Clemente et al. also fails to teach a clip member being attached to the back 
side for selectively attaching the housing to an article of clothing. Cota et al. teaches a 
clip member (Fig 3). See the discussion in regard to claim 1 1 for combining the with the 
clip member of Cota et al. 

Claims 16-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clemente et al. in view of Tieszen, and Cota et al. as applied to claim 15 above, and 
further in view of Petzl et al. 
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As for claim 16, Clemente et al. further teaches the front side of the device 
having a cavity 116 extending therein, the power supply 180 comprising a battery 
removably mounted (column 6 lines 63+) within the back portion of the housing, and a 
dividing line in the housing (where 130 attaches to 1 10) extending through the 
peripheral wall such that a back portion and a front portion of the housing is defined, 
and a locking member 136 attached to the peripheral wall for selectively locking the 
housing in the closed position, but fails to teach the front and back portions being 
hingedly coupled together such that the housing may be selectively positioned in an 
open position or a closed position. Petzl et al. teaches hinges 26, 28 for a lamp housing 
that allow the device to be in an open or closed position. It would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the hinged connectors of Petzl et al. with the 
device of Clemente et al. in order to have a quicker, easier way of opening the housing 
than unscrewing the four screws of Clemente et al. 

As for claim 17, Clemente et al. further teaches that each of the light emitters 
extends outwardly from the cavity, each of the light emitters comprising a light emitting 
diode 143, but fails to teach the window having a plurality of openings extending 
therethrough, each of the openings being positioned for receiving one of the light 
emitters. Tieszen teaches a device with a plurality of openings 14 for LEDs to extend 
through. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to combine the 
openings in the transparent member of Tieszen with the device of Clemente et al. and fit 
it to the device so that the LEDs protrude through the holes in order to allow more light 
to shine through the device and less light reflect back into the device. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Goss (US Pat Des. 304694) is cited because it discloses a LED 
light arrangement with LEDs in a diamond shape. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Evan Dzierzynski whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-2336. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:00 am - 
3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Renee Luebke can be reached on M-F (571)-272-2009. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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